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■　次の英文を読んで，以下の設問に答えなさい。

The gods on *Mount Olympus made beautiful music. All who heard it became happy.

There was one *mortal who could make music as beautiful as the gods. His name was Orpheus.

Orpheus was the son of one of the *Muses. She gave him a ⒜ gift of music.

One day, Orpheus met Eurydice. She was one of the loveliest girls in the land. He fell in

love with her at once. He wanted her to be his wife, so he played his music for her. Because

his song was so sweet, she fell in love with him at once. They got married the very next day.

［ A ］

Right after the wedding, Eurydice and Orpheus walked through the forest to their new

home. On the way, she was bitten by a snake in the grass. Eurydice died that night. Orpheus

was deeply in *despair. He thought he could not live without his wife. So Orpheus traveled

into the underworld. He went there to bring his Eurydice back.

As Orpheus went deeper and deeper into the underworld, he played his harp. Orpheus

saw Eurydice walking down into the darkest part of the underworld. He called out to her, but

she could not answer. She was already half *ghost and couldn’t speak.［ B ］

Orpheus asked Hades, the god of the underworld, to take Eurydice back with him to the

ground above. Hades agreed because he liked Orpheus’s songs very much. “I will give you a

chance to take her back with you on ⒝ one condition,” Hades told him. “Anything,” Orpheus

agreed.

“She will follow you up to Earth. I promise. But you may not turn your head to look

back at her until you have *completely left the underworld,” Hades said. Orpheus agreed.

［ C ］

So Orpheus and Eurydice passed through the great doors of Hades. They took the way

that would bring them out of the underworld. They climbed up.［ D ］

They were almost out of the underworld. It was getting brighter and brighter around

them. They were able to see the light of the sun. Finally, they were back on Earth. Orpheus

stepped out with a great joy into the sunlight.［ E ］ Then he turned to Eurydice.

But he turned too（ あ ）!

Eurydice was still in the dark gray light. He thought, “She hasn’t reached Earth yet.” He

held out his hand to hold onto her. But in that moment she was gone.

Orpheus tried to run after her back into the darkness. But this time he could not. He

could not enter the underworld again. A mortal could only enter once while he was still alive.

Orpheus had to stay on Earth alone, in a great ⒞ sorrow.

The heartbroken young man spent the rest of his life playing sad songs. They broke the

hearts of all the people who heard them. When Orpheus died, he was placed at the foot of

Mount Olympus. To this day, *nightingales sing the sweetest songs at Mount Olympus in

memory of the songs of Orpheus.
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*Mount Olympus：オリンポス山（ギリシア北部の山：山頂にギリシアの神々が住んだとされる）

*mortal：（神々に対して命に限りのある）人間　　*Muse：ミューズ（音楽の神）　　*despair：失望

*ghost：幽霊　　*completely：完全に　　*nightingale：《鳥》ナイチンゲール

⑴　下線部⒜⒞の意味として最も適切なものを，それぞれア～エから選び，記号で答えなさい。

　⒜（　　）　⒞（　　）

⒜　ア．贈り物　　イ．才能　　ウ．おみやげ　　エ．価値

⒞　ア．怒り　　イ．喜び　　ウ．悲しみ　　エ．憎しみ

⑵　次の文を入れるのに最も適切な箇所を，［ A ］～［ E ］から 1つ選び，記号で答えなさい。

（　　）

As they climbed for a long time, Orpheus wanted to look back at Eurydice over his

shoulder just once to make sure that Eurydice was right behind him. But he remembered

Hades’s words and did not.

⑶　下線部⒝ one conditionとはどのような条件かを，40字以内の日本語で説明しなさい。なお，

Eurydiceは E，OrpheusはOと省略して書きなさい。

とい

う条件

⑷　（ あ ）に入る最も適切な単語を，ア～エから選び，記号で答えなさい。（　　）

ア．late　　イ．soon　　ウ．slowly　　エ．carefully

⑸　次の文が本文の内容に合うように（ ア ）～（ カ ）に入る適切な語を，後の語群から選んで答え

なさい。ただし必要に応じて適切な形に変えること。

Orpheus and Eurydice fell in love with each other and got married. While they were

walking to their home, she was bitten by a snake and（ア ）that night. He was too

sad to（イ ）without her, and asked Hades to tell him（ウ ）to bring her back.

Orpheus（エ ）his advice. Orpheus and Eurydice passed through the great doors of

Hades and took the way out of the underworld. Eurydice almost（オ ）Earth when

Orpheus turned back to her. Eurydice never（カ ）to him.

［語群］　die　　follow　　give　　live　　reach　　return　　sing　　how　　what　　early

late

⑹　本文の内容と一致するものを，ア～オから 2つ選び，記号で答えなさい。（　　）（　　）

ア．Orpheus could not make music more beautiful than the gods on Mount Olympus.

イ．Hades gave Orpheus a chance to take Eurydice back because he loved his songs.

ウ．On the way to her new home, Eurydice had an accident and died that night.

エ．Mortals can enter the underworld twice while they live on Earth.

オ．After Orpheus came back to Earth, the songs of the nightingales made him happy.
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